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						The court has exclusive jurisdiction in civil causes and matters relating to or connected with any labour, employment, trade unions, industrial relations and matters arising from workplace, the conditions of service, including health, safety, welfare of labour, employee, worker and matter incidental thereto or connected therewith.
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								[Just In] Industrial Court Dismisses Application Challenging Its Jurisdiction, Award N50,000 Cost							

							

							 1841
                     Friday 25th  October 2019
						

						
							
								   
 
  
 The presiding Judge, Owerri Judicial division of the National Industrial Court, His Lordship, Hon. Justice Ibrahim Galadima on Friday 25th October 2019 dismissed the application filed by DEGEMA LOCAL GOVERNMENT COUNCIL to strike out the matter brought by DICKSON YOUNGMAN and 14 others for lack of jurisdiction.
  
 The court expressed that applicant is incorrect to assume that the practice directive of the Hon. Chief Judge of a High Court can supersede the rules of the Court that a practice direction does not qualify as an enactment and cannot tie the court in the exercise of its discretion, ordered the matter to proceed for trial immediately. 
  
 The Defendant filed a motion on notice dated the 13/5/2019 sought to strike out the Claimantsâ€™ substantive suit which was transferred from the High Court of Rivers State, Degema Judicial Division, to the industrial Court ruling for lack of jurisdiction to entertain the claims as contained in the order of transfer made per Hon. Justice S. O. Benson on the 25/9/2016. 
  
 Defendantâ€™s/Applicantâ€™s Counsel, O. E. Deinbo queried that the suit could not have been easily transferred by the High Court of Rivers State because no provision of law or rules in Rivers State permitting it to transfer any matter to the National Industrial Court.
  
 In response, the claimants' Counsel Graham-Douglas submitted that the suit was validly initiated before the high court before it was transferred to the industrial court urged the court to dismiss the application.
    
 
 While delivering the ruling, Justice Galadima held inter alia that learned Counsel to the applicant is incorrect to assume that the practice directive of the Hon. Chief Judge of a High Court can supersede the rules of Court.
  
 â€œBut assuming there was merely a practice directive regulating the issue of transfer of cases in Rivers State to this Court, such directive will neither supersede the provisions of the Act establishing this Court nor the rules of this Court as tenuously argued by the learned Deinbo. This is because a practice direction does not qualify as an enactment. Consequently, it has no force of law and cannot fetter a rule of court and cannot tie the court in the exercise of its discretion."
  
 In all, the court dismissed the application, ordered that the matter be proceeded for trial immediately and awarded Cost of N50,000.00 to the Claimants.
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								No need for affidavit where objection is strictly predicated on Law- Industrial Court rules

								
							

								Thursday 4th  April 2024
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								Industrial Court Lifts Veil of Incorporation, orders Director, 1 other to pay Staff N914k, awards Costs

								
							

								Tuesday 2nd  April 2024
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								[Dismissal] Industrial Court dismisses claim against Corporate Affairs Commission

								
							

								Friday 22nd  March 2024
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								Staff has the Right to resign voluntarily from Service- Industrial Court tells Nigerian Air Force

								
							

								Wednesday 20th  March 2024
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								Justice Haastrup, Others inducted as CIPMN Members

								
							

								Saturday 16th  March 2024
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								Industrial Court dismisses allegation of unlawful dismissal claim against Niger Delta University

								
							

								Monday 18th  March 2024
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								Easter: Industrial Court Begins Vacation 25th March

								
							

								Thursday 14th  March 2024
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								Industrial Court orders firm to pay Staff N679k within 1-Month

								
							

								Tuesday 12th  March 2024
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								Industrial Court dismisses allegation of employment swapping against Cross Rivers State

								
							

								Monday 11th  March 2024
							

						

					

					
					
				 					
				

				  
			

		

		
	

	
		

		
			
			
					
						
							
								About Us
							

							
								The National Industrial Court of Nigeria is a judicial institution established in 1976 by the Trade Disputes Act (TDA) Cap 432, Law of the Federation of Nigeria (LFN) 2004. The Court became functional in 1978...
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