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						The court has exclusive jurisdiction in civil causes and matters relating to or connected with any labour, employment, trade unions, industrial relations and matters arising from workplace, the conditions of service, including health, safety, welfare of labour, employee, worker and matter incidental thereto or connected therewith.
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								Intra Union Dispute: Industrial Court assumes jurisdiction, dismisses objection for lacking merit							

							

							 3163
                     Wednesday 26th  August 2020
						

						
							
								

 The Vacation Judge, Lagos Judicial division of the National Industrial Court, His Lordship, Hon. Justice Isaac Essien has dismissed the preliminary objection filed by the National President- National Union Of Food, Beverage And Tobacco Employees, Comrade Lateef Oyelekan and 18 others challenging the jurisdiction of the Court to hear the matter brought by Comrade Abiodun Philip and 29 others for lacking merit.
 

 The Court held that an intra union dispute which relates to the interpretation and application of the constitution of the union can be filed in the court and the court is vested with original jurisdiction to hear and determine the matter.  
 

 From facts, the Applicant had filed a preliminary objection sought for an order striking out/dismissing the suit for want of jurisdiction on the grounds that the case is an intra-union dispute which must be subjected to the provisions of the Trade Dispute Act, that the subject matter has been apprehended by the minister of Labour and Employment and the suit discloses no reasonable cause of action and also abuse of court process.
 

 In response, Comrade Abiodun Philip and 29 others argued that by the content of the affidavit and the prayers sought for in the originating summons, the suit discloses a reasonable cause of action urged the court to dismiss the objection.
 

 In his ruling, the presiding Judge, Justice Essien held that where the subject matter of intra union dispute revolves around or relates to the interpretation and application of a trade union constitution, that the court has original jurisdiction to hear any suit brought in that respect.  
 

 “It is, therefore, logical to say that intra union dispute cannot be brought to this court in its original jurisdiction. However, once the intra union dispute relates to the interpretation and application of the constitution of a trade union, S.2(1) of the Trade Dispute Act must bow to the superior authority of the constitution, this leads us to what was the subject matter of the originating process.”
 

 Visit Judgment’s Portal for full ruling.
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								No need for affidavit where objection is strictly predicated on Law- Industrial Court rules

								
							

								Thursday 4th  April 2024
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								Industrial Court Lifts Veil of Incorporation, orders Director, 1 other to pay Staff N914k, awards Costs

								
							

								Tuesday 2nd  April 2024
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								[Dismissal] Industrial Court dismisses claim against Corporate Affairs Commission

								
							

								Friday 22nd  March 2024
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								Staff has the Right to resign voluntarily from Service- Industrial Court tells Nigerian Air Force
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								Justice Haastrup, Others inducted as CIPMN Members

								
							

								Saturday 16th  March 2024
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								Industrial Court dismisses allegation of unlawful dismissal claim against Niger Delta University

								
							

								Monday 18th  March 2024
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								Easter: Industrial Court Begins Vacation 25th March

								
							

								Thursday 14th  March 2024
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								Industrial Court orders firm to pay Staff N679k within 1-Month

								
							

								Tuesday 12th  March 2024
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								Industrial Court dismisses allegation of employment swapping against Cross Rivers State

								
							

								Monday 11th  March 2024
							

						

					

					
					
				 					
				

				  
			

		

		
	

	
		

		
			
			
					
						
							
								About Us
							

							
								The National Industrial Court of Nigeria is a judicial institution established in 1976 by the Trade Disputes Act (TDA) Cap 432, Law of the Federation of Nigeria (LFN) 2004. The Court became functional in 1978...
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